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BOOSTS CROP PROSPECTS 

Ranks of Snow-Men Appear 
As Austin Celebrates 
25-Year Record Fall. 


Old and young in Austin 
continued a winter frolic 
Sunday as the heaviest snow 
of history in this section of 
the state melted under the 

sun's rays which appeared from 
behind grey clouds Sunday fore- 
noon for the first time in over 36 
hours. The record breaking snow 
which began falling at 6 o’clock 
Saturday morning continued stead- 
ily through Sunday night and until 
9:30 o’clock Sunday' morning mak- 
ing a continuous fall of over 24 
hours and spreading a six inch 
cover of white over the city and 
surrounding country. According to 
old-time residents nothing com- 
parable to this blizzzard had ever 
been seen hefe. 

Youthful residents of the univer- 
sity district and the downtown sec- 
tion. revelling in the heaviest snow 
seen here and the first real snow 
of the year, seized the opportunity 
for winter sports* and although 
their equipment was hastily impro- 
vised, several sleds were seen on 
hills of the city Sunday morning 
before traffic had changed the stx- 
inch snow into dirty slush parSUAJ 
covering the streets and filling Sut- 
ters. The principal sport of the 
morning was snow-balling automo- 
biles and pedestrians, and both in 
the university district and down- 
town, of making hundreds of "snow 


Downtown Battle Ground. 

The corner of Seventh anf'l Con- 
gress avenue became a snuw-ball 
battle ground about 10:30 o’clock 
Sunday morning when groups gath- 
ered on opposite sides of the street 
and pelted passing automobiles or 
threw snow balls at the rival group. 
Later in the morning young men 
had lined each side of the block 
between Seventh and Eighth streets 
and were showering automobiles 
with snow balls from the time they 
entered the block until they left it. 

Snow Sculptors Revet. 

Snow men In the yard of Hoy A. 
Miller, 604 West Sixth street, and 
at the Central and Guadalupe street 
fire stations, attracted particular 
attention. That at Central station 
was more than 15 feet high, and 
22 feet around at the base. 

Young women on Twenty-sixth 
street went in for artistic sculpture 
In modeling out a woman’s figure, 
to almost lifelike shape and real- 

’ Streets throughout the downtown 
section were rivers of slush as soon 
as the snow started melting about 
11 o'clock. Gutters were filled and 
streams of water were flowing in 
lh centers of some streets. 

Co-eds Are Pelted. 

Co-eds continued to draw the fire 
of sutdents on Guadalupe street atl 
the university, and girls wearing 
woolen anklets over their hose were 
especially pelted. 

Church attendane was out oyer 
half because of the snow, according 
to reports from several downtown 
churches. One Sunday school 
superintendent said his Sunday 
school members were playing base- 
ball with snow balls and that at- 
tendance had been cm over halt. 

The snow melted rapidly after 
the sun began to shine about noon 
Sunday and early in the afternoon 
the slush had practically all gone 
Into gutters. 

Actual precipitation during the 
Saturday storm was .41 inches, ac- 
cording to the official reading made 
by H. H. Henderson, weather ob- 
server. In measuring precipitation. 
I snow is melted and a rain gauge Is 
I -used for deteianlning the inches of 
I actual water. Temperature re- 
I mained at 25 degrees throughout 
I Saturday, but mounted to 30 de- 
I grees during the night and early 
I morning, according to the otfloial 
['reading made Sunday morning. 


Austin received a total fall of 
seven inches of snow during the 
snow of Saturday and Sunday, ac- 
cording to available information. 
The fall in other towns and cities 
in central Texas was as follows: 
Lockhart, 6 inches. 50-year record 
broken: Blanco, 6 inches, heaviest 
in history, Elgin, 6 inches- Thrall. 

5 inches; Bartlett, 6 inches, heaviest 
since 1917; San Marcos. 6.75 inches; 
Austin, 7 inches. 

The following snowfall was re- 
ported Sunday: Johnson City, -.50 
inches; Cherokee, blanket of snow; 
Bertram, heavy snow; Floresville. 
Steady snow; Elniendorf, 2 inches. 
Big Wells, 3 inches; Devine, 4 
inches; Austin, 7 inches; Flatonla, 
6 inches; Burnet. 6 inches; Ber- 
thab. heavy fall; Taylor, 6 inches; 
Hallettsville. 2 inches; Nordheim. 6 
inches; Yoakum. 3 inches,* Victoria, 

2 inches; Comfort, 10 inches; 
Bloomington, steady fall; Rockdale, 

3 inches; New Braunfels. 2.50 inches 


i Texas’ Oil Wealth. j 

A ccording to the Dallas 

News in 1925 Texas produced ( 
150.000.000 barrels of petroleum, 
the price of Texas oil throughout 
that year averaged about ?1.75 a 
barrel and on that basis the value 
of petroleum In Texas for that 
year exceeded $260,000,000. Is there 
I money in oil? 
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Yale Educator 
Urges $1,000,000 
Museum for Texas 

Dr. Charles Churchert Points 
Out Need for Such Institu- 
tion at University. 


In the preliminary steps -which 
have been taken toward the estab- 
lishment of a museum at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, consideration has 
been given of the great service that 
it would render not only to the stu- 
dents of the university, but people 
generally of TexaB. Men pf science 
are especially interested in the ac- 
complishment of the project. Dr, 
Charles gehuchert, professor emeri- 
tus of paleontology at Yale univer- 
sity, who is conducting a speeial 
course of lectures at the University 
of Texas, is regarded as an author- 
ity on museums. He was formerly 
administrative officer of the Pea- 
body museum of natural history at 
that school and he has direct per- 
sonal knowledge of benefits which 
are to be obtained from such an 
instituiton. He has evidenced much 
interest in the movement, to bring 
about the establishmen of . a mu- 
seum at the University of Texas. 

Museum Needed 

“The people of this state need at 
the University of Texas a first- 
class museum to show the vstet nat- 
ural resources of the state," he said. 
“Not only its mineral and agricul- 
tural wealth, but as well to show 
the animals common to the region 
and the archaeology of the peoples 
who once lived in Texas. It should 
not be merely a place where these 
things are shown visitors, hut above 
all to also be an educational center 
for the students at the university 
studying hatural history. It should 
also be the place from which are 
loaned collections and books to the 
high schools of he state atrd even 
something of this same sort ipay be 
sent out to the public school. This 
last has been done by museums of 
some states. Its doors should bo 
open to the put). every day in the 
year, including Sunday afternoons. 

Tells of Other Institutions 

"The natural history museum of 
Harvard university has cost more 
than $1,250,QQC, has an endowment 
of about $900,000 and its floor space 
covers about two acres. It is pri- 
marily for research. The Peabody 
musepm at Yale university, starting 
opt with a gift of $150,000, has now 
a new building costing over $900,000 
ancl a floor space or about 75.000 
feet. It is also primarily a research 
museum, but is now co-o.ierating 
with the schools of New Haven and 
of Connecticut and soon is to have 
another building wholly devoted to 
a children's museum. 

Million- Dollar Museum Urged 

"The University of Texas needs 
a natural history museum build- 
ing oosHng about $1,000,000 and so 
designed that additions can be built 
to it as time requres. A museum, 
like a library, constantly grows 
through new accessions and but 
little • f its materials can be thrown 
away or is lost through the year of 
time. Let us hope that the people 
of the great state of Texa3 will see 
to It that such a building will be 
forthcoming. On the other hand, 
the history of other museums has 
demonstrated over and over again 
that the lovers of nature will do 
tl elr share i building up the col- 
lection through specimens and col- 
lections, while vai-ous individuals 
of means wll come forward with an 
endowment to stimulate research 
through the appointments of pro- 
fessorshipaja] i the building of spe- 
cial cqU^Bps.” 
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GEOLOGISrTO LECTURE 

Professor Charles: Schuchert of 
Tale university faculty and one 
of the leading geologists of the 
-world, wljo Is a visiting professor 
at the University of Texas during 
the winter term, will deliver a 
series of five Illustrated lectures 
on the history of the earth, during 
the first week of March, Dr. E. H. 
Sellards, associate director of the 
bureau of economic geology, an- 
nounced Wednesday. .j 

In his lectures. Professor Schuch- 
ert will trace development of the 
earth through the peopling of the 
lands, the age of giant reptiles, to 
the dawning of the present scenery 
and life. The lectures will be de- 
livered in room five of K hall at 
7:30 o’clock on the nights of March 
1, S 3, 4, 5 and 8. 


SPEAKS ON NIAGARA 


Niagara Falls is receding up the 

cago will have to pay less radlroad 
fare to make the honeymoon trip, 
according ot Prof. Charles Schu- 
chert of the Tal euniversity faculty, 
who delivered the first of five lec- 
utres on the history of the earth in 
K hall on the University of Texas 
campus Monday night. 

Professor Schuchert told of the 
wearing away of the Niagara cliff 
to illustrate the general wearing 
of the earth’s surface by water. His 
subject of the first ..lecture was 
"Sculpturing the Earth's Surface 
with Air and Water." Professor 
Schuchert will speak again tonight 
at 7:30 in the same building on the 
campus. His lectures are illus- 
trated. 
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YALE EDUCATOR 
HEARD IN TALK 


Dr.Charles Schuchert Traces 
Development of Geology. 

“Nature works In rythms and in 
Circles, whether her immediate task 
be production of river or mountain,” 
declared Dr. Charles Schuchert, vis- 
iting professor of geology at the 
University of Texas, in a lecture on 
"The Coming and Going of Seas 
and MpuntatnB,” declared Wednes- 
day night on the university cam- 
pus. Dr. Schuchert is professor 
emeritus of paleontology at Yale 
university. 

‘‘The rain is born of the ocean, 
and to the ocean it returns with the 
spoils of the land. It Is now known 
that the oceans have spread peri- 
odically and more or less widely 
over the North American continent 
at least 20 times,” Dr. Schuchert 
said. 

He traced the development of 
sedimentary land waste brought 
down by rivers forming deltas and 
marine deposits into solid beds of 
r ° clf - T hls is shown by the delta 
of the Mississippi river, which be- 
gan tp form about 38 miles north 
of Cairo, 111., back in medieval 
times, according- to Dr. Schuchert. 
Since then it has gradually built 
itself out into the gulf for 1100 
miles, he Said. 

What had long been a mystery 
to geologists — the movement of the 
earth locally up and down— Dr. 
Schuchert explained was formerly 
f U ,2 t0 tho C00lIn £ of the 
’7 n<l * ts consequent shrinking 
from time to time, is now explained 

Uv Ip 6 la( , cly dis covered radioactiv- 
ity of rocks. 

The third lecture of this series 
will be given on Thursday even In- 
March 4. at 7:30 i*K hall. 
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HOW OLD IS 
MOTHER EARTH 

Geologists Estimate It at 
Five Million Years. 

No more than five million vears 
were required for formation of tffe 
geologic processes which are re- 
corded In the rocks of the earth 
Professor Charles Schuchert of 
Yale university said in estimating 
the age of the earth in the third 
of his series of lectures on history 
of the world at the university 
Thursday night. 

The physicists, however, he said, 
are more liberal in their estimates 
and on the basis of the radioactiv- 
ity of minerals would allow twice 
or more than twice that amount. 
Time estimates are made by the 
| geologists, Professor Schuchert 
stated, In several different ways. 
One method is the amount and rate 
of accumulation of salts in the 
ocean. Another Is the time required 
in the accumulation of thousands 
of feet of such rocks as limestones, 
shales and sandstones. Still other 
partial estimates are made from 
the retreat of waterfalls. The wa- 
terfalls, however, are temporary 
features and can serve only in es- 
timating short periods of time. The 
wear of the mountains and the 
quantity of sediments carried from 
them afford partial estimates. To 
wear down a great range of moun- 
tains such as the Appalachians, 
he stated, requires probably not 
less than fifteen million years. 

The next lecture of the series will 
be delivered tonight on the great 
reptiles of the medieval world. The 
lectures are given in K hall at 7:30 
p. m., and are open to the public. 
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DAWN OF THE RECENT 

Prof. Charles Schuchert Continues. 
Lectures on History of Earth. 

“The Dawn of the Recent” was 
traced hy Prof. Charles Schuchert 
in the last lecture on the history of 
the earth given at the University of 
Texas Monday night. 

The. great reptiles of the medieval 
world disappeared with the changed 
conditions accompanying the mak- 
ing of the Rocky mountains in North 
America. Upon this disappearance 
of the reptiles the mammals, at first 
small and few iri number, took pos- 
session of the land. The most not- 
able characteristic of the mammals, 
according to Professor Schuchert, 
was inci^ased brain power and in- 
creased care of the young. With 
the disappearance of the great rep- 
tiles the spread and increase of 
mammals over the earth was rapid. 

The dawn of civilization is placed- 
by Schuchert approximately 18,00" 
years BC in Asia Minor, Arabia an' 
Persia. The city of Susa, Persia, 
apparently goes back to 1600 BC. 

“In the pliocene, man in England 
already knew how to kindle fire and 
the Neanderthal race buried their 
dead with their Implements, paints 
and ornaments, showing the dawn 
of some religious feeling," Profes- 
sor Schuchert said. “Man’s men- 
tality now dominates the organic 
world and bids the force of nature 
to his work. However, his further 
progress is dependent upon himself, 
depending upon whether he will 
learn to control himself for the 
benefit of human society. Man's 
first duty is service to mankind, 
he said in closing. 
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PROFESSOR SCHUCHERT 

WILL LECTURE HERE 


Prof. Charles Schuehert, cura- 
tor of the Peabody Museum at Yale 
University, and professor emeritus of 
^College over March 18, 19, 20, and 21 
^paleontology, will be here at A. and M) 
and will give several lectures on geo- 
logy and related topics. 

Prof. Schuehert has been carrying 
on certain research studies in the 
paleogeography of Texas, and is com- 
pleting a course of lectures at the 
State University at Austin. The 
people of Texas are to be congratu- 
lated on the privilege of interesting 
and entertaining a man of Prof. 
Schuchert’s attainments, and both the 
University and A. and M. College 
are fortunate to secure a place on his 
busy program. 

Details of Prof. Schuchert’s lec- 
tures will be announced later, but the 
following topics have been suggested: 
Animals, Historical Geology and Re- 
search in Science. In addition, to 
the above, it is hoped that Prof. 
Schuehert will be able to address all 
the engineering students on such a 
topic as “Geology and Engineering’’ 
and to meet one or two classes in Geo- 
logy. Prof. Schuehert has numerous 
slides to use in connection with his 
addresses, and all the Campus and 
Bryan people are cordially invited 
to attend these lectures. 

JAMES H. HANCE.head, 
Geology Department 
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Re: YPM numbers.... 


Subject: Re: YPM numbers.... 

From: "JOCELYN ANNE SESSA" <jas884@psu.edu> 
Date: Mon, 18 Feb 2008 13:36:15 -0500 
To: Susan Butts <susan.butts@yale.edu> 


Hi Susan, 

The trip to Texas was excellent, so much material to work with! ! I have a few 
updates for you: 

IPE. 00971 & 00972 - I think are both the Wills Point formation. 00970 is 
likely Wills Point as well (I didn't actually see any fossils from this 
particular collection) . 

For all three, the county is mislabeled and should be Bastrop. 

I didn't visit them, but these outcrops, or equivalent strata very nearby, are 
still exposed on the Colorado River. They are described in: 

Zachos, L. G., C. L. Garvie, and A. Molineux. 2005. Definitive locations of 
Paleocene and Eocene marine fossil localities, Colorado River, Bastrop County, 
Texas. The Texas journal of science 57 ( 4 ): 317-328 . 

And of course, I have a question I can read most of Schuchert handwriting, 

but can't understand what he wrote on the page facing where you delineated the 
different Iocs - the last line says " So my fossils come from XXXX Midway" and 
you underlined it and wrote "important to you?" 

and within IPE 971 "What we saw here was less than 10 ft of XXX Midway all XXXX 
(perhaps 'highly') fossiliferous" 

I can scan the note page if you don't have it handy. 

Much thanks!! I'll keep you updated on how processing and identifying goes. 

~ Jocelyn 


On Wed, Jan 16, 2008 04:51 PM Susan Butts <susan . butts@yale . edu> wrote: 

Hi Jocelyn, 

Mark has the white copy of the loan form in his envelope. You just got 
the "cc" letter, the "plan to publish" form, and the loc info. 

Mark, Please return that white loan form when you get a chance! Thanks! 
It's not particularly urgent (why do I ever say that??? it is like an 
invitation to ignore the form -- hey, get that form in ASAP!). 

Have fun in Texas ! Let me know if you have any modifications on the 
localities I made for the Schuchert Iocs 

(hopefully not "under parking lot of new housing development/walmart 
store/etc., Utley, TX"). 

Susan . 


JOCELYN ANNE SESSA wrote: 

Hi Susan, 

I received the loan and the locality info today - much thanks! I am leaving 
tonight for a collecting and museum trip to the Austin, TX region, so having 
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the maps and Schuchert notes will be extremely helpful. 

Yet another question (sorry!) -- in your letter, you state that Mark should 
return the white copy of the loan form to you. Is this the 'Plan to publish' 
form? I don't think that is the correct form. . .1 went through the box of 
specimens and materials, but there is only a yellow packing slip in that box. 

I'll be checking email when I can during my trip, and I've cc'ed Mark to this 
email in case something needs to be done immediately. 


In any case, I'll be back from my trip 
23rd. 

Thanks again, 

Jocelyn 


Susan H. Butts, Ph.D. 

Collections Manager 

Division of Invertebrate Paleontology 

Peabody Museum of Natural History 

Yale University 

170 Whitney Avenue 

PO Box 208118 

New Haven, CT 06520-8118 


Jocelyn Sessa 

The Pennsylvania State University 
542 Deike Building 
University Park PA 16802 






